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ANTONIO GELONESI — CHAIRMAN 


Welcome back to North Sydney Oval as we 
begin the second half of the Championship 
Series. Qur campaign so far has been solid with 
two wins, two losses and a draw. These results 
sit us in a good position on the Championship 
ladder and a win tonight could see us leapfrog 
our way into second place. 


Last Friday's loss here against Adelaide City 
Force was disappointing and | thought that we 
played well enough to win that match. | would 
like to thank those of you who came-out on a 
wet and wintry night to support our team and 
let's enjoy tonight's big match against Perth. 
| hope that we can show the Glory the kind of 
football that we're capable of and demonstrate 
that we are a formidable force at home with our 
fans behind us! 


As the Championship series progresses we 
continue to not only enjoy the feeling of finals 
football but we've begun to concentrate on 
Season 2003-2004. One of the major positives of 
us participating in these finals is not only the 
opportunity to mix it with the best teams in the 
country, but these ten weeks are providing all of 
our players with invaluable match experience 


that can only benefit us in the long term. 


The current turmoil in the soccer world is well 
documented and as a Club we are focused on 
becoming the best that we can be in whatever 
soccer scenario eventuates. 


We have several core objectives for the future 
and they include building a football team that, 
we are and continue, to be proud of. A team 
who are proud to play for Spirit and who have 
heart, self belief and play entertaining football. 


We're looking to continue building a Club that 
provides a strong foundation and base for our 
players, staff, fans, sponsors, members and 
community. We aim to maintain, expand and 
diversify our relationships with our associations 
and ‘grassroots’ soccer players so that they are 
more involved in the future of their NSL team. 


For now that's enough talk about the future, we 
know that it will be an exciting time for us as a 
Club and anyone involved in this game. Tonight, 
however, the focus is on the football and | hope 
you enjoy the match and that you join us at 
Brookvale Oval next Sunday (May 4) as we take 
on the Olympic Sharks! 
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VIEW FROM THE TOP - LAwrit MCKINNA 


Our first half of the Championship Series has 
produced some varied results but there has 
been great character and ability shown out on 
the park and there is still everything to play for 
in our remaining five games. 


Dropping points to first 
Newcastle & then Adelaide 
in the last fortnight has 
been a setback for us but 
other results amongst our 
top six rivals have been 
reasonable and have kept 
us within striking distance. 


Last weeks home loss to 
Adelaide City was one of 
those games that | felt we 
played well enough to 
come away with the three 
points. Football, of course, 
is never totally predictable 
and some key decisions 
and luck went against us at 
vital moments. We had a 
good claim for a penalty for 
a handball in the second 
half go unnoticed and to 
add salt to the wound was 
the last minute deflected 
goal off Julian Watts. The 
ball was hit across the box with pace on a 
greasy surface before striking Watts and it gave 


A Spirit Coach - Lawrie McKinna 


Adelaide the slice of good luck that we had per- 
haps missed out on. Wattsy had had a great 
game and it was unfortunate that we conceded 
a goal in this manner. 


Those results are history now and the team is 
looking to bounce back 
tonight against Perth Glory. 
Over the course of the 
season the team has been 
able to perform at their 
best when the results 
were required and | guess 
there is no better time to 
do that than now, 


A win tonight will certainly 
put us back in the mix 
amongst the leaders and 
there is a great feeling 
around the dressing room 
at the moment. We have a 
full roster with no suspen- 
sions or injuries and will be 
going into tonight's game 
with every confidence in 
getting the three points. 
Perth, of course, are the 
frontrunners in the finals 
series and will be difficult 
opponents but we are 
looking forward to the challenge. 


It promises to be an entertaining 
Anzae Day clash! 


NORTHERN SPIRIT GOALKEEPING CAMPS 


Are you a goalkeeper who would 
like to improve their game? Well why 
don't you join our camps that specialize in 
all departments of goalkeeping. 


Our specialist coach takes groups of 
goalkeepers for sessions on a Monday and 
Wednesday night between 6:30-8:30pm at 
Cromer Park, South Creek Road, Dee Why. 


> it costs $30 for a two-hour session that 
will improve your game out of sight! 


For further details please contact our 
goalkeeping coach Bruno Jasiczek 
on 0410 434 324. 
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OUR VISITOR’S TONIGHT 


Last Fridays loss to the Force has meant that 
tonight's game against Perth Glory is now all the 
more important. Our visitors currently lead the 
final series ladder and no doubt will be formidable 
opposition. Add to this the 5-0 pounding they 
gave us in Perth in the first round of the 
Championship Series and this match becomes 
even more personal for Spirit and our fans. 


A win for the Spirit is vital if they are to make 
progress up the ladder and the game will 
certainly be one of high drama and excitement. 
We hope that the home crowd will be entertained 
and ultimately, rewarded for their efforts with a 
home victory. 


Looking back over this season and the clashes 
between these two sides, Perth would have 
every confidence in their ability to get over the 
line tonight. In fact they are the only team in the 
competition that Northern Spirit have not taken 
points off. | am sure that this does not sit well 
with the Spirit players and coaching staff and 
every effort will be made to rectify this tonight. 


Perth have several players that would be familiar 
ta Sydney soccer fans, especially up front. 


ALEX TOBIN TESTIMONIAL LUNCH 


Bobby Despotovski {#10} and Damian Mori (#16) 
are regulars at the top of the goalscoring charts 
and it goes without saying that they will have to 
be watched closely tonight. Despotovski scored 
four goals in our opening Championship Series 
match against Perth and Mori will be out with 
something to prove tonight after he missed our 
previous clash through suspension. 


Trying to provide them from midfield are German 
Andre Gumprecht (#6) and Brazilian Edgar 
Junior (#15). Both are hard warking midfielders 
who can play as well. Watch out for them. 


While these strikers usually get the bulk of 
attention, Perth have a more than capable back- 
line as well. David Tarka (#23) and Jamie 
Harnwell (#3) have been solid at the back. 
Behind them is Jason Petkovic (#1) who has 
been one of the premier Australian goalkeepers 
for many years. 


It all promises to be a great match here tonight 
at North Sydney Oval. There is plenty at stake in 
finals football and the hunt for three points will 
be the priority with both teams. 

Let's cheer the Spirit on to a great result! 


You are invited to come and share the highlights 
of the magnificent playing career of Alex Tobin. 
The most capped Socceroo of all time who has 
played over 5000 games in the NSL. 


Not only is he a fantastic role model for others 
but he’s a gentleman on and off the field. Unique 
memorabilia will be auctioned throughout the 
luncheon and all proceeds from the day will be 
given to Alex and his family. 


DATE: Friday June 20, 2003 


TIME: 12 noon for 12:30pm 


MCs: Andy Paschalidis & Kyle Patterson 


VENUE: Star City, Grand Harbour Ballroom 


TICKETS: $120 (includes lunch & beverages) 


RSVP: 5pm Tuesday June 17, 2003 


Please direct 

all enquiries to 
Sarah Buggy 

at the Club on 
02 9460 2187. 
Tickets are on 
sale now. 


www.northernspirit.com.au 
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Player 

Julian Watts 
Simon Bell 

Noel Spencer 
Alex Tobin 
Robbie Trajkovski 
Andrew McDermott 
lan Ferguson 
Adam Kwasnik 
Dylan Macallister 
Troy Cranney 
John Hutchinson 
Bradley Groves 
Vuko Tomasevic 
Brent Fisher 
Stewart Petrie 
Alex Wilkinson 
Jeremy Seales 
Paul Henderson 
Sean Walsh 
Matthew Osman 
Steven Baveas 
Shane Thompson 
Aaron Burgess 
Jonathan Richter 
Matthew Hunter 
Jacob Rex 

Adam Foti 

Russell Woodruffe 


SaRe 


Position 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Midfield 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Striker 
Striker 


RIT 
DOB 
17/03/71 
21/10/78 
26/07/77 
03/11/65 
24/07/72 
24/03/77 
15/03/67 
31/05/83 
17/05/82 
09/02/72 
29/12/79 
29/01/82 
13/05/80 
06/07/83 
27/02/70 
13/08/84 
17/02/76 
22/04/76 
14/02/84 
29/07/83 
07/04/84 
24/11/78 
10/11/78 
12/04/83 
29/04/84 
04/10/84 
20/02/84 
08/11/85 
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Player 


Jason Petkovic 
Matt Horsley 
Jamie Harnwell 
Bradley Hassell 
Craig Deans 
Andre Gumprecht 
Scott Miller 
Anthony Danze 
Nick Mrdja 
Bobby Despotovski 
Michael Garcia 
Mark Byrnes 
Mohammed Mouhouti 
Edgar Aldrighi 
Damien Mori 
Gary Faria 

Shane Pryce 
Vince Matassa 
Adrian Caceres 
Simon Colosimo 
David Tarka 
Jamie Coyne 
Tony Franken 


GLORY 

Position DOB 
Goalkeeper 07/12/72 
Midfield 09/06/72 
Defender 21/07/77 
Midfield 25/04/74 
Defender 07/05/74 
Midfield 26/11/74 
Midfield 18/05/72 
Midfield 15/03/84 
Striker 30/11/78 
Striker 14/07/71 
Midfield 20/03/77 
Defender 08/02/82 
Defender 08/02/72 
Midfield 30/03/74 
Striker 30/09/70 
Midfield 09/04/79 
Defender 18/08/73 
Goalkeeper 21/09/73 
Striker 10/01/82 
Midfield 08/01/79 
Defender 11/02/83 
Defender 02/01/81 
Goalkeeper 01/11/65 
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BEST VALUE EVERYOAY 
SU ESTZE 


Order on-line! 
www.homeart.com.au 


Blankets 


Super Special! 
Luxurious Minki Blankets 
from a crazy $29.99 SB 


NEW DESIGNS - HUGE RANGE 


Fleecy throw rugs from $10 Spectator’s must have. 
Stay warm and snug during the final series 


Proud Sponsors of the NSL Championship series 


*Prices subject to change - available designs may vary from store to store 


pct 
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VISIT SOCCER AUSTRALIA'S NEW LOOK 
www. socceraustralia.com.au 


WELCOME TO THE HOME OF AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


16.12.02 Maro 
Olympic 
you may notice it has und ken a new look, Yes for the past month, we have Newcastle 
been working with a new developer Pty Ltd, who njunct th dbWeb Sydney 
(Content Management System), aims to help make www cceraustralia,com.au a 
much more versatile site to visit, Read on for more information. 


{..cmore ] Football Kingz PP 

IOCEANIA HANDED ONE FULL PLACE AT 2006 WORLD CUP Northern Sp, PP 
Melbourne 

Adelaide 

"FIFAQ Executive Committee this morning handed the Oceania 

an early Christrnas present, by granting it one full slot to 2006 World Patramatse 

‘up, to be held in Germany Wenenseng 

tag 'e ] Sth Melb. 


www. socceraustralia.com.au 
YOUR HOME FOR 


> You can find out all about the 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER! 


NSL Championship Series including 
NSL Live Scoring, Full Match Reports, 


Team Squads, more stats and 


daily news updates from the teams. 


PLUS A WHOLE LOT 
MORE including... 

National Soccer League 
Aussies Abroad 

National Teams 

Coaching & Development 
Referees 

Womens Soccer 

Futsal 


VVVVVYVY 
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SPIRIT FINALS DRAW 


DATE DAY TIME VERSUS LOCATION 

4 May 2003 Sunday 3.00pm Olympic Sharks Brookvale Oval 
10 May 2003 Saturday 7.30pm Parramatta Power Parramatta Stadium 
16 May 2003 Friday 7.30pm Newcastle United North Sydney Oval 
23 May 2003 Friday 8.00pm Adelaide City Force Hindmarsh Stadium 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE HOMEART CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 2002-2003 TABLE 


WEEK FIVE 

Team Played Won Draw Loss  GoalsFor Goals Against Points 
PethGlory $= 5 4 0 1 15 4 15 
Adelaide City Force 5 3 1 1 9 8 10 
Olympic Sharks 5 1 1 3 7 9 10 
Parramatta Power = 5 2 2 1 8 7 8 
Northern Spirit 5 2 1 2 5 8 7 
Newcastle United 5 0 1 4 4 12 1 


NB; Table includes a six point bonus for Premiers, Olympic Sharks and three point bonus for premiership runners up, Perth Glory. 


* * * * * 
NEXT HOME SPIRIT MATCH 


Northern Spirit i 

| vs 
Olympic Sharks 
at Brookvale Oval, 
Sunday May 4, 2003 
Gates open 12.00pm 

Curtain raiser 12.30pm 

Kick-off 3.00pm 
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No one knows Australia better than Qantas, That's why 


more people choose tg fly to and around Australia with us. 
wwwgantas.comau QANTAS 


